
2020 Election Ballot – Candidate Information  
 
On November 7, at the suggestion of an IMS member, all candidates were invited to provide a brief bio and/or 
250-word statement if they wished.  They were NOT required to do so as part of their candidacy.  Below is the 
information received as of 11/25/2019 at 8:13 am in alphabetical order.    
 
Ackerman, Laurie – Bio/Statement  
 
My name is Laurie Ackerman and I would be pleased to represent other physicians in the Indianapolis Medical Society.  I 
am a former nurse turned Pediatric Neurosurgeon at Riley Hospital for Children.  I initially obtained a BSN and Master’s in 
Nursing and went on to attend medical school at the University of Iowa where I did my residency in Neurological Surgery.  
I did a fellowship at Riley Hospital for Children in Pediatric Neurosurgery.   I have had the opportunity to practice here in 
Indiana since 2007.  Prior to that, I worked in a private practice group in California with an academic affiliation.  My practice 
responsibilities include both inpatient and outpatient venues.  I see patient’s in a wide variety of hospital inpatient settings 
including the emergency department, intensive care unit, general care wards and operating rooms.  I believe that there is 
much work to be done in terms of physician advocacy as pressures mount to be productive, keep pace with electronic 
medical records, and to work with advanced practice providers.  There is also much to be accomplished as a patient 
advocate as well in addressing population health issues.  I would be honored to serve as your representative.   
 
Amodeo, Jeffrey – Bio 
 
Jeffrey L. Amodeo, MD, FACS 
I have been involved in organized medicine at various levels since medical school. Prior to moving to Indiana, I was 
regularly involved in the Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY) and Erie County Medical Society. With MSSNY, 
I served on the Reference Committee on Governmental Affairs and Legal Matters, Legislation and Physician Advocacy 
Committee, Membership Select Panel, Committee on Physician Health, and was a delegate and alternate delegate to the 
HOD. For Erie County Medical Society, I served on the Executive Board, was Chair of Legislative Committee, and also served 
on the Liaison to the Bar Association and Medical Education Committees.  
My participation in organized medicine continued after moving to Indiana though not as expansive as in the past due to 
my General Surgery practice needs. I have been a member of ISMA since 2011, IMS since 2019 (Morgan County Medical 
Society since 2011), served as 7th District President 2016-2017, Reference Committee on Legislative Issues for the 2018 
HOD, and recently accepted a role on the ISMA Commission on Constitution and Bylaws. I no longer practice General 
Surgery and work full-time administratively as an Associate Medical Director for IU Health. I currently serve as Chair of the 
IU Health Inc. Credentials Committee and on the Corporate Compliance Committee in addition to other duties. The change 
in professional responsibilities now allows me to be more involved, as I was in NY, and I am eager and willing to serve the 
Indianapolis Medical Society.  
 
Feldman, Richard – Bio 
 
Richard D. Feldman, MD, has had a long career as a family physician at Franciscan Health Indianapolis, where he served 
from 1981 to 2018 as program director of the Family Medicine Residency Program.  He now continues as program director 
emeritus and director of medical education. He is an assistant clinical professor at Indiana University School of Medicine 
and an associate professor at the Marian University College of Osteopathic Medicine.  
Dr. Feldman is the author of 2 books and numerous journal articles in the medical and historical disciplines. He is a 
frequently invited speaker and an editorial columnist writing on health and public health policy issues for the Indianapolis 
Star and several other Indiana newspapers. He has been active in a number of medical organizations, serving on various 
positions within the Indiana State Medical Association and the Indianapolis Medical Society; he is past president and 
chairman of the board of the Indiana Academy of Family Physicians. Dr. Feldman served as Indiana’s 20th state health 
commissioner from 1997 to 2001. 
He has received a number of awards for his dedication to family medicine and public health, including the Zervanos Award 
for the most outstanding family medicine residency director in the nation (2014), the distinguished Lester Bibler Award 



for long-term contributions to family medicine (2013), the Holman Lifetime Achievement Award from the Indiana Public 
Health Foundation (2011), and the National Public Health Award from the American Academy of Family Physicians (2002). 
Dr. Feldman has also received two Sagamores of the Wabash (Govs O’Bannon and Holcomb) and two Distinguished 
Hoosier Awards. 
Dr. Feldman currently serves as Chairman of the AAFP Commission on Education. 
 
Rohr-Kirchgraber, Theresa – Bio 
 
Executive Director, IUNCOE in Women’s Health, she leads efforts to achieve the mission of improving the health of Indiana 
women with an outreach program, statewide collaborations, and impacting policy decisions. Professor of Clinical Medicine 
and Pediatrics, she served as the Chief Physician Executive Outpatient Care/Center of Excellence in Women’s Health @ 
Eskenazi, provides primary care for patients with chronic diseases/cancer survivors/eating disorders. President, American 
Medical Women’s Association (2015-2016), she is an Inaugural Fellow and recognized for outstanding achievements in 
science, medicine and academia. She served on the governing council of the Women’s Physicians Congress American 
Medical Association as Vice Chair. Receiving numerous awards that include:   IUPUI Outstanding Woman Leader Award,  
Indianapolis Monthly‘s “Top Doctors”, American Medical Association (AMA) Innovations in Medicine award, and American 
Medical Women’s Association (AMWA) “Exceptional Mentor” award. In 2017, she was named a Woman of Influence by 
the Indianapolis Business Journal. Prior to 2007 she was on faculty at SUNY Upstate Medical Center, Morehouse School of 
Medicine and Emory School of Medicine. She graduated from Weill College of Medicine at Cornell, and completed her 
residency in internal medicine at University Hospital of Cleveland Case Western Reserve University. Dr. Rohr-Kirchgraber 
has been a member of the Indianapolis Medical Society since 2007 and is a frequent contributor to the IMS Bulletin.  
 
Watson, Maureen – Bio 
 
I am recently retired after a 25-year career in medicine.  I am Board Certified in Diagnostic Radiology and I graduated from 
IU Med School in 1990.  I have lived in Indianapolis for most of my life and know the local medical community well as I am 
also a second generation physician- my father, Herb Hill, was a doctor here in Indy for many years before me.  As a second 
generation physician I know the challenges we face in medicine today are vastly different from those of even 20 years ago 
and I think it is vital that we be proactive in speech and in action as the landscape continues to change dramatically around 
us.  As a busy working physician and mother of two, I did not have time to dedicate to claiming and fostering that voice.  
Now I do, and I would welcome the chance to work on behalf of current and future physicians to protect and perhaps 
even improve our profession for the future. 
 
Webster, Joseph – Statement 
 
My name is Joseph Webster.  I’m a General Anesthesiologist with Northside Anesthesia Services, LLC and have been since 
1998.   During that time I have held several successful leadership positions such as vacation schedule manager; website 
manager; board of managers and vice-chairman.  I currently am the Anesthesiologist Champion for Obstetrics as well as 
the medical director of Carmel Specialty Surgery Center.  
I’d like to get more involved locally.  I feel that my past experiences (successes and failures) would allow me to contribute 
to IMS goals.   
I’d appreciate your support and vote.   
 
 


